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ha adjpstabla and
dlirectional light from

& lkashgun can 4o
amything Trom filkng

ir tha shadows for
sunimy-cay portrailure
Lo Celiverng & complels
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Alditlle light can go a long way.

Al of Uhe flashgurs wa've chiosen
o this group test are powes ful
myacaks that 2re izl in featuras,

Ay swch. thoy havve improssivie
"gyad e numbers’ (8 measure of

Hheair mexirmwm light culput), bounca,
swived 2ndd zoom baacs to anablo
groator vorsabilily and control ov

The contenders

lighting, and tull dedicaticn tor
various camerg syslems, This enables
automatic TTL {Through The Lens)
Mask metering, and the ability to
cortral Hash paramatars diracty
from your camera

Oiher fancy lealwes include
wirgless slave and pessibly ‘master’
mesas far ink in;_r, 1668 Crmarg
flaskguns for complex lighting setups
and achvanced Hesh modes that can
typically comprise high-spesd sy,
reepr caprlam, rocd-ovn reductian ard
maylbae evion a programmaie stroboe
mcge, Tor liring & series of Mashes
wilhin one lorg exposura. Lal's
go b thedight,.
Mallhew Richards

1 Canon 3;.4-- edlfe SPOEX-Al Tl
2 Canon Speedlie SOOEXN-RT ER30 AT
3 HEhnel Modus &00RT $£I55
4 Metz Macablilz o< AF-] E300 5430
5 Nikon Speedight '.|--.-.>:*. £2509/87
6 Nikon Speedbgnt SH-5000 T
7 Nissin 500 i =340
8 Phottix M itros+ TTL Transzomer 250
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Group Test Power-packed flashguns

CoIni

Canon
Speedlite

470EX-Al
£455/$399

ATOER-A)

Smarter than the average flashgun

his Canon Speedlite takes
T Clever Incks Lo a new level,
In Al Bounca mode, for
example, it fires a pre-flash
pulse at the target, then flips up 90
degreas and fires & second pulse at
the calling. It than sets tha cptimum
bounce angle and power oulput.
A semi-automatic mode enables
bouncing the flash off a2 white
wiall ar an adjacant raflactar card.
However, other features you'd
expect o indinallashgun costing this
muchare ebsent - inclucing RF (Radic
Frequancy) wiraless inking, featurad
on Canen's cheaper 430EX 11[-RT. And
it ¢an only work in oplical slave mode

there's no programmable repeat mode,

nar evan & pull-out raflactor card.

Performance

Ihe artificialintelligence gets things
right for hounca flash photography,
dlthough the procoess required

does siow things down a bit.

Digital Carmera verdict
You'll either love the &I 3 5
Bounce mada or think =

it's gimmicky. Either
way, Canon's 430EX
I-RT mid-ranga
flashgun has a mora

Power output

s & Ultlasmangrer thanin
S v chrange Tagh gung,
will=uitid S haunce dlach
prvolagapin.

TTL accuracy 0.00
Wi erpisaed consistent
AtCUrady In 2t bounce

and chnect IRash rnodes.

Recycle soeed (sec)
MIMHZ.4 Akaline 3.4

MaCychng speed 5 sl
ergieent aittier atull-poweer 1lash,

1 8. 6.8

'.__‘.-I-\._ TR
=Yy BlO0

advanced feature sel. Brlsp i b
and cosls less. hanchng S S
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Canon

Speedlite

cOOEX II-RT

£539/%$479

A powerful pro-grade flashgun

anan's top-flight flashgun
medel 1or professienal
photographars is actualby
not much more expensive
than the beginrer-friendly 470EX:-Al,
It has & more robust, weather-sealed
construction, anc a lot mora power
under the bonret, with a rating of

Gn 60, plus an exlended 20-200mm
motorised zoom range,

A major upgrade cvar the 470EX-Al
is that this one features master anc
slave wirgless mocdes, with both K
and optical trarsmission. RF linking
incraasas tha ranga from around
10m to 30m, with the oxtra benefil
ol being able 1o work argund comers
or through obstacles, as well &3 being
mora raliabe than infrarad inbright,
auldzor condiions,

Performance
Parformance is excellent. Tha contral

panelis intuitive, enabling you to set up
complex parameters guickly and easily.

Digital Carmera verdicl
Tha B00EX is powerdul 4 5
and highly versatile, 2

and the full master/
slave radio Trequency
connactivity is raally
well implementad,
It's much better value
Than the 4 70EL-AL

- . g
r#in ek

]
R g

Power output
Itlaeks & hit averape 5 2400
setlings 1ot 105mm, bul
really sdratches its lefps ot
i long end.

i ST 1% 1,4 Fll

TTL accuracy 0.C0
Asyou'd expect InEnan
aewrrbirand fiashpun, TTL
soburacy 1s excellent,

Recycle speed (sec)
MNiMH 3.2 Alkaline 3.4
it mialches T 4A0EEAL

o alkaline cells,

1 6 8.8 &

Outstanding

OV

g Ll YU bt
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Hahnel
Modus

ocO0RT
£229/$255

Power to the people

omething of a flashgun
revolutionary, the Modus
BOORT uses a lithium-ion
battery pack, rathar than
Ahcells. It has a powerful Gn B0 rated
maximum output, along with a supar
fast 1.5-second recycling speed,
baating all comers in this group test.
slaminais exceallent too, will around
550 full- power flashes on a full charge.
The basic llashgun iz evailable in
Canon, Mikon, Fujifilm and Sory
versions, each with a buill-n <=
transcerver, Upmarkel fealures include
a Z0-200mm zoom haad, high-spaad
sync and programmalde repeal llash
modes. Build quality is good too.

Performance

Wilh its powerful maximom outpul,
corsistently accurate TTL metering,
and super-fast recydling, the Hahnel
can match orbeat canvera
manulaciurers own-brand range-
topping flashgurs for performancs,

Digital Camera verdict
The Pro kit with dual 5 O
flashpuns and a hotshon .
mounting RF confrolier
offers varsatility, power
and super-fasi recycle
speads, for lass than
one top-end Canon

or Mikon flashgun.

varwe Cimntalcarmer sworls Gom

Peafores Pu il &
hErVRRE

BEST FOR BEST FOR

NIKON

BEST FOR
FLLIFILAA

Power output

s sl gely lower than same
piher flashpuns atthe 105mm
2aam setting, bt equal by
e ful toraras 200mm.

4
ZA ]
td - £ B .|I + Hadl

SEem

I TL accuracy .00
Wa tested $he Canomand
Mikon editions, and Bath
privpcd irmpres el aocurale,

Recycle soeed (sec)
MitH 15 Alkaline N/A
Recycls spead 5 twice as fast
thiarn mast ather compatitons,

1 8.8 6.8 1

A bestin-clase

product

o]0,

Pribzm anss LT

Power-packed llzshguns Group Test

Metz
Mecablitz

o4 AF-]
£309/$435

(Xhera

BEST FOR
PENTAX

CXhera

BEST FOR
MFT

Ihe flagship from a flash legend

here's a lot to like about
T this flashgun from tha
long-established German
flashgun manutachurar.
It has a povwerful 2&-200mm zoom
rangs, -9 to 90)-cagraa bounca facility,
ard the availabilily of bolh master and
dave wireless oparation, althaugh only
wilk: aplical Iransmission.

Unigquely in this group, thare's a
secondary sub-flash mocule for adding
a catchlight wher using the main head
in bounce or swivel mode, Orboard
conlrods are shick and intuilive, based
on a colour touchscraan. Pro-grace
exlras include a programmable
repeat flash mode and a socket
forar oplicnal power pack.

Performance

TTL metering tenced to err very
sighthy on the bright sidein our lasts
anel, cespite the beefy Gn 04 power
rating, the Melz celivers fairly average
masdmum pewer cutput at 105mm,

Digital Camera verdict
The Metz features a 4 5
colour touchscrean .

that makes hight

of settings and
adjustments. The
sub-lash maduls is
another handy fealure,

: , y Faalures
unique in this group.

FE BRUARY 2005

Palld &
LELT "

Power cutput
s poad averall, birt
daesn'tincrease as
ncbiceably asisnl al

wery long 2oam sethngs.

TTL accuracy Q.16
Mlarginally beaght walln 111
metering i both direct

and toynce modes.

Recyole speed (sec)
MivdH 3.4 Alkaline 7.4
Il's not thie quackest performer
with either battery tvpe,

TR X

rtetapding

FiT o iy Lt 1 ]
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Group Test Power-packed flashguns

Nikon
Speedlight

SB-/00
£259/$327

Limited power, good control

he SB-700 comes complete
T willr colour comaclion

filters for use with hoth

flugrescoent and tungsten
ambient lighting, plus auto-sensirg
when fitted. A good-quality diffusion
dama is also included, Smart faaturas
include a range of illuminztion
patierns, a powerful 24-12Cmm zocm
range and wireless commander and
slava madas, albeit with enly cptical
rather than RF connectivity.

Crenmggle s thal you ¢an only

switch irgm Mikorm's TTL-BL (Balanced
Light) modea to standard 7 TL by
changing the metering mode on the
host camera body, There's alsone
programmable repeat mode.

Performance

Mhe Gr 38 maxdmum power rating is
thelcwest here. Even s, il comes
pratty closa to the Canon £ 70EX-Al
and Phollix flashguns at competing
20om setlings.

Digital Carmera verdict
It's not the most 4 5
poweriul flashgun .
around and swilching
between TTL melering
modes is achore, but
operation is seamless
with Nikon cameras,
and recyching is Tast.

Fealmres

OV

41

Power output

(15 & e down o olfhars in
1rhe group, But t&mesirmm
120mrn Sdom Sethng 4

longer thn somea,

TTL accuracy 0.00
[ TL melering wars very wiell
n Balanced Light made, giang
Fiabur - kg resulls,

Recycle soeed (zec)
NiMH Z.] Akaline 5.4
s ane of the Taster s ignuns
n the group on NibiH calts,

18 8 6 8

Qutstznding

hahchig
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Nikon
Speedlight

SB-5000
£569/$597

Good on the radio, but not great

igger, better and more
powerful than the SB- A0,
this is Mikon's top-end
flazhgun. aimed at the
professional market. It has a more
powarful Gr 53 rating, a bigger
24-200mm zoom ranga, anc a
programmakble repeat mode. The
an-board centrol system is alsg more
comprehensive, As expected. there's
tha option of using an extarnal battary
pack, and TTL-2L orregular TTL
modes can be selected direcly,
Similar to the latest icp-end Canon
flashgun on tast, the Nikor has built-in
RF connectivily, as well as optical
lirking. Bulil's nct all good news
the Miken only has a buill-in receiver,
S0 wor't work 25 an RF transmittar

Performance
At the 10Smm zoom setling, the Nilkon

aquals tha Caron 6OOEX |-RT ang,
more surprisinghy. is only alse matched
by the diminutive Nissin flashgun.

Digital Carmera verdicl
This is tha most 4 O
powerful flashgun .

in Nikon's stable,

bul radio frequency
communication
misses a trick, and
it's not parlicularly
greatvalue for money.

Bt g

Power output
There's eartamly sk af
pawer, with (he 58-5000

miadching or bealing allthe
Toperanking camaelitors,

TTL accuracy 0.0
Autornetic flash metering
works very well in bolh reguar
and TTL-BL modes.

Recycle speed (sec)
NiME 2.3 Alkzline 2.9
I maats all of the afer AA-
ased flachguns on test.

1. 8.8 &

e xoEllernt
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Nissin
I60A

£239/$340

Chera

A wolf in sheep’s clothing

ava all saen compact littla
flashguns that lack dacart
power and are berefl of
advanced faaturas, Despit
bairg reasonably priced, the Missin

i bucks tha trond, shoahorning

an awivl ot it its dirminuliee build,
Ihere’s a mighty Gn 60 power ratirg,
an ovarsizac 24-200mm motorised
roomranga and a full 180 degraas of
swived in both left and right directions.
lhekitincludes a diffusion dome,

a saoft pouch and a mini-stand.

Missin has also inchudad a constant
LED light, ideal for video and close-
range slills shooting, Comprehensive
on-board contrals ara easy to usaand
kighly intuitive. Wiralass infrarad and
oplical slave funclions are built-in.

Performance

Parformanca is mostly very pleasing
anclwe have no criticisms of the
roacamum posver outpul Throughout
the gererous zoomrange.

Digilal Camera verdicl
Praving that bigger 4 5
isn‘t necessarily botter,

Lhis isa delightlully
compact flashgun that
packs areal punch,

a constant LED light
and a smarl colour
graphical interface.

et digitalcarmerawand som

&

Fower output

[ e matamum abensity
ol B urnnat G 15 preTy
aslemshing b such
asmiall, lght fizshzun,

TTL accuracy -0.33
Weatten lound that TTL flash
mratanng resultad insome

clight underaguosun,

Recycle 5 “Wd (sec)
NiMH 3.5 Alkaline 3.9
Rasyvolespssds e

pisr ety respactabls,

bl 8.8 &

Cnatanding

DOO

alic

Power-packed flashguns Group Test

Photi

Mitros+ TTL

Transcelve
£249/5250

Powerful and well-c

and triggering solulions,

Hashgun with Canon, Nikon and Sony
dedizated oplions. It has a powarful
Gn 2B rating. and wide-ranging Mash
miodas that incluce programmabla
repeal. The kit comes with a diffusion
doma and awaathear-sealing shroud
gver its mounting foot. One downside
is that the motorised zoom ranga

is fairly modast, at 24-105mm.

Full optical commandar and slava
modes are featured, and the Photlix
can also work in both master ard
slava moces with RF linking,

Performance

During cur lesls, maximum power
ctput was a littla cdown on othar
top-and flashguns, aqualling that of
the Canon 470EX-Al. It's substantially
Ivwer thar in the Canon @DDEX 1I-RT,
Mikorn S3-5000 and Missir i60A,

Digilal Camera verdicl

The Mitros+ is a nicely
made, well-connected
flashgun thal warks

a treat with Phottix's
hotshoe triggors,
althoughwe had tn
dial in some negalive
TTL exposure bias.

%0
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bBottix is bast known forits
ranga of studio flash heads

but this is a highly capabla

r CFhera

onnected

Fower output

R R T T T
arngrg thes Cormpan'y,
strugghng 1o hwe uo e

the cizims of its Gnradng.

TTL accuracy .83
We tound TTL metenng 1o be
Pairly conssstent, bul usually
riizaily atull stop too bright,

F'E"I‘."}T [i‘ saeed (sec)
iMH 3.5 Alkaline 7.1

Raoyde E[‘.-‘l“l;:l"‘.i & average on

MM ard <l on alksling,

* Rk N

Fwe h-lll:- il

L o e Vine |

F :
hanahing
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Group Test Power-packed

Hahnel hits

the headlines

The Hahnel Modus 600RT

1S

ke a BOGOF deal

vy ke Hahnel flashgun on its
own and il's a highly capable,
powerful amd featura-rich
scluticn. Our pickis the 'Pro’ kit,
which conlains bwe Mashguns and feels like
a buy araget ora free ceal At £429/5$559,
this double-pack is still léss axpensive than
a single Canon Speeclite GOOEX I-RT or
Mikon Speediight S8-3000,

The build guality of the top-flight Canan
anc Nikon flashguns leals marginally batter,
but the Halnel competas every inch of the
way for parformanca, and its lithium-ion

How the

flashguns
compare

Contact

argel price
Dedication

Iy claimed L6
(s BRG, e lrgs)

Bounce (legrees)

S e Srighil)

Zoeam range

Yode-anzle difhizar
Flash expasure
compensation

Rl &l posver sellings
St mdary lanp

b _'_..rl; rﬁ'." II'\."

Addtlonal flash modes

™

Fusll- piweer recyele
(i EUHY o keadinee)

CHrrensbors (W)

Wetgitt {exel batts)

flarh xpernar

g

soredide

AseX-A

GRS CANEY. OO
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i

Cho 120 degrees
150 7 150

24- 105 {pa b
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fashguns

Chera

BEST FOR
NIKON

BEST FOR
SONY

C¥hera

BEST FOR
GANON

BEST FOR
FUJIFILM

battery pack gives terrific stamina ard
super-fasl regycle speeds. And, nalurally,
tweo flashguns give you more versatility.
For own-brand Carnon and MNikon
flashguns, the Canon 6OOEX [I-RT isfar
better than the 470 X-Al, the latter s only
real claim Lo fame baing ils simarl bounce
ard swivel systen, Most photographers
spending this sort of monay on a flashgun
are likely to be up to speed with bource
lachrigues in ary casa, Of the lwo Nikon
flashguns, the 5B-700is the better buy,
wharaas tha SB-5000is more powarful.

¥V
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Thelatter's inclusion of an R receiver
ralher than the now more usual lransceiver
it frustrating, as it means the flashgun
car' b work as an RF wireless master,

Of the cther independert flashguns
an test, the Metz Mecablitz G4 AF-1 is
o powweriul andg high-end medalwilh a
touchscraen that s great for irtuitive use,
The Missin ig0A is good 1or amyone vaarling
high-erd performance while keeping the
size down, and tha Pholtix Mitros+ TTL
Transceiver is a high-performance flashgur,
although its TTL accuracy is a bit suspact. @

L
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